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Research Methodology 

• The research was conducted using the individual interview method in respondents’ 
homes.

• The research was conducted on the sample of 4000 citizens of RH over 18 years of 
age, 400 per constituency.  

• A two-leveled stratificated random sample (proportional representation by 
constituencies and according to the size of places) was used. 

• Random sample was ascertained through several steps:
– Random choice of places of specific size 
– Random choice of households by using the random walk method (from the starting point, interviewer 

goes to every sixth household on the right side of the street)
– Use of tables for random choice of respondents in the household

• Possible deviations from the sample are corrected by additional pondering

• The research was conducted in the period September 8-29, 2003.

• For questions dealing with party preferences, the method of secret ballot was used.
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“Right – Wrong Direction” – Year 2002 & 2003
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Do you think that things in Croatia are going in the right or wrong direction?
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“Right – Wrong Direction” – According to Party Preferences
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Evaluation of Improvement of the Standard of Living
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• The level of optimism is altogether 
slightly lower than in the last wave of 
research (June), but the difference is 
statistically not important. 

• Generally we can state that there has 
not been significant increase in pessimism
since summer.

Is your standard of living better, the same or worse than in 2000?
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Expectations Regarding the Improvement of the Standard 
of Living After the Elections
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• Slightly more than 1/4 respondents 
optimistically look forward to the next 
elections because they expect positive 
changes afterward. 

• Half of the respondents expect that their 
standard of living will not change 
significantly, and 13% expect a decrease.

• It is interesting to note that there are no 
significant differences among voters of 
various parties when it comes to 
expectations from next elections.

Do you expect that your life and life of your family after the next parliamentary elections will… ?
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Expectations Regarding the Improvement of Economic 
Situation After the Elections
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• People are somewhat more optimistic 
when asked about expectations regarding 
the improvement of economic situation -
slightly more than 1/3 expect positive 
changes in the economy.

• Some people obviously do not directly 
co-relate improvement in economy with 
the increase in their standard of living. 

Do you expect that your life and life of your family after the next parliamentary elections will… ?
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Last Year’s Least Successful Ministers
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Last Year’s Most Successful Ministers

36%

17%

14%

9%

7%

7%

6%

39%

15%

23%

8%

10%

4%

8%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Radimir Čačić

Pave Župan-Rusković

Tonino Picula 

Božidar Pankretić 

Andro Vlahušić 

Željko Pecek 

Željka Antunović 

October

June



12

Do Some Officials Perform Their Duties Good Enough to 
Deserve Another Term in the Office? 
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Evaluation of State Institutions’ Performance in the Past Year 
Grades from 1 to 5, like at school
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Level of Trust in the Government 
Scale of trust in the Government
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Interest in Elections 
Grades from 1 to 10 - Average grade
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Importance of Elections for the Future of Croatia 
With regard to how likely they are to vote
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How important are these elections for the future of Croatia?
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Importance of Elections for the Future of Croatia 
With regard to party preferences
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Interest in Going Out to Vote

I will most likely 
vote; 25%

I will surely vote 
; 54%

I will most likely 
not vote; 8%

I will surely not 
vote ; 10%

Don't know/Not 
sure; 3%

Voters’ interest in elections is still high. 

There are differences by constituencies 
regarding the interest in elections: interest 
is highest in II and VII and lowest in IV and 
VIII

How likely are you to vote at the next parliamentary elections?
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Interest in Going Out to Vote - By Constituencies
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28%

18%

11%

9%

8%

5%

2%

2%
2%

1%

9%

3%

1%
1%
1%

HDZ

SDP

HSS

Coalition DC&HSLS*

HNS

HSP

LS

IDS

Coalition HB&HIP

PGS

Libra

Coalition HKDU&HČSP

SBHS

Other

Undecided

Ratings of Political Parties - National Level 
Voting by secret ballot - only the ones who will SURELY or VERY LIKELY go out to vote

* Separate entries by DC and HSLS in the 
questionnaire. DC’s independent rating 

was 4,2%, and HSLS’ 5,1%.

Maximum sample error +/-1,7%
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Rating of Political Parties - Constituency Level
Voting by secret ballot - only the ones who will surely or very likely go out to vote

Maximum sample error on constituency level is +/-4,6%

22% 29% 23% 35% 40% 27% 24% 10% 44% 30%
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Rating of Political Parties - Trend
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If parliamentary elections were held today, which party would you vote for? 
Only likely voters
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Firmness of Party Choice
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41%
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IDS (N=58)

Coalition DC&HSLS (N=310)

LS (N=67)

Libra (N=30)

Absolutely certain Mostly certain Could still change my mind Don't know

How certain are you to vote for the party you mentioned?  
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Self-assessment of the Campaign Impact on the Final 
Decision

46%

26%

13%

Can't influence at all, my
decision is final. 

Small likelihood that the
campaing has influence 

It is possible that I reach
my final decision only

after the campaign 

There's strong likelihood
that I will reach my final
decision only after the

campaign 

Don't know/None of the
above 

About 2/3 of respondents who 
intend to go out and vote 

mentioned that there was small  
likelihood of pre-elections 

campaing to influence their 
decision.



25

30%
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Coalition DC&HSLS *

HNS
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Coalition HB&HIP

IDS

LS

PGS

Coalition HKDU&HČSP

SBHS

Libra

Other

Undecided

Rating of Political Parties - National Level 
Voting by secret ballot - only the ones who will SURELY go out to vote

Porrer turnout at the election would not 
necessarily cause major changes in 
power distribution among parties. 

In that case relative rating of HDZ and 
SDP might perhaps go up. 

* Separate entries by DC and HSLS in 
the questionnaire. 
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Coalition HB&HIP

Coalition HKDU&HČSP

Other

Undecided

Rating of Political Parties - National Level 
Voting by secret ballot - only the ones who surely or very likely WILL NOT go out to vote

* Separate entries by DC and HSLS.
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Preferences of Undecided Voters  
How likely are you to vote for each of the following parties? 
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71%

64%
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Would surely never vote for Very likely would never vote for 

Preferences of Undecided Voters  
How likely are you to vote for each of the following parties? 



29

The Criteria for Choosing a Party  
Why did you decide to vote for that particular party? - Open question
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3%
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2%
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23%

4%

6%
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7%
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I trust them 

They protect national interests/Croatian party

They care about people, about citizens  

I always vote for that party 

Competent, educated, professional 

Fulfills promissed, consistent 

I'm member of that party 

They created Croatia 

Improvement of standard 

Liberal, more democratic; modern 

Because they stand for peasants 

Other

Don't know/No answer 
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The Criteria for Choosing a Party – All Parties
Ranking the reasons
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9%
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2%

Offer better program than
others 

More honest than others

Stand for right values 

More professional than
others

They protect interest of
people like me 

I always vote for that
party. That's my party

More likeable than others 

Haven't discredited
themselves 

Recommendation by
friends and relatives 

1st place 2nd place 3rd place

45%

44%

44%

40%

33%

31%

22%
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Which Party Can Contribute Most to Quicker EU 
Membership

20%

19%
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7%

21%

3%
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None
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41%

14%

11%

9%

4%

4%

16%

Disappointed at
politicians 

Not interested in
politics 

Can't change my
position by voting 

Some other party
will win anyway 

None of the parties
match my interests

Something else 

Don't know/Don't
have an opinion 

Who are the People That Will not Go Out to Vote? 
Why will you not go out to vote? 
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What is Your Impression of Each of the Following Parties? 
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What is Your Impression of Each of the Following
Politicians? 
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17%

16%
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40%
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Stjepan Mesić

Zlatko Tomčić

Mate Granić

Ivica Račan
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Ivo Sanader

Dražen Budiša

Anto Đapić

Jozo Radoš

Ivan Jakovčić

Miroslav Tuđman

Ivo Banac

Ivić Pašalić

Very favorable Somewhat favorable Somewhat unfavorable
Very unfavorable Neutral/don't have one
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Biggest Problems Croatia is Facing 
Open question – three biggest problems

67%
28%

24%

4%
4%
3%

6%

10%

5%
6%

8%

13%
15%
18%

7%

8%

Unemployment

Economy

Standard of Living

Country debt (internal,external)

Corruption

Pensioners' rights

Social/Welfare politics

State of affairs in agriculture 

State of affairs in the judiciary system 

Economic situation 

State of affairs in the health system 

Crime increase 

State of affairs in the educational system 

Privatisation

Disregard for workers' rights 

Negligence of the youth 
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Issues That the Next Government Should Take Care of 
Ranking by importance

32%

24%

9%

24%

17%

15%

10%

7%

3%

5%

4%

3%

14%

15%

16%

11%

11%

3%

8%

3%

7%

4%

9%

3%

8%

6%

4%

4%4%

Improvement of the standard of living 

Reducing unemployment 

Elimination of corruption and crime 

Improving the agriculture 

Improvement of  health care 

Moving toward European Union 

Judicial reform 

Maintaining dignity of the Homeland War 

Supression of grey economy 

Development of tourism 

Investment in science and education 

1st place 2nd place 3rd place 

70%

56%

40%

29%

21%

16%

15%

13%

12%

10%

9%
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What Topics do Politicians Talk too Much About?

40%

10%

9%

7%

3%

3%

2%

About themselves
(quarrels, inner party

politics)

About
unimportant/insignificant

trifles 

About plans they don't put
into practice 

About joining EU/Nato

About the past 

About war

About the Hague/general
Gotovina
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What Topics do Politicians Talk Too Little About? 

25%

15%

13%

9%

9%

6%

6%

6%

5%

5%

4%

4%

4%

About unemployment

About the standard of living

About ideas for economy development 

About problems of ordinary citizens

About real problems,  important problems in the country 

About agriculture, peasants' problems 

About schools, education, science

About social/welfare politics 

About pensioners' problems 

About bribe and corruption 

About the strategy of economic development 

About the health system 

About problems of the youth
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Desirability of Joining the EU

Compared with the previous wave, 
support for joining the EU has
dropped 4%

Don't know
7%

I support it
78%

I don't 
support it 

15%
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Desirability of Joining the NATO

Support for Croatia joining NATO has
slightly gone up compared with the
previous wave. 

I don't 
support it

28%
I support it

58%

Don't know
14%
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